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European Waste Catalogue

1 Introduction

The European Waste Catalogue (EWC) is an extensive list of generic waste types developed by the European Union for use by member states to report their waste statistics.  This will allow waste statistics to be consolidated and compared across all member states.  It will also impact on both waste producers and waste management companies. Castle  has prepared this document to explain our understanding of the EWC and to give guidance on accessing and classifying wastes.

2 Legislative Background

A standardised classification for waste has been an objective of the EU for some time.  This started with the need for a common definition of Hazardous Waste across the EU, from which the concept of the Hazardous Waste List emerged.

Eventually it was agreed to generate a single catalogue that would meet the needs of classifying and defining all wastes.  The final version of the EWC came into force on 1 January 2002 with the European Commission Decision 2001/118/EC (as amended by 2001/119/EC).

2.1 Incorporation in UK Law

The EWC has been brought into English law, with the Landfill Regulations (England & Wales) on 15 June 2002.  This requires that, from 31 August 2002, statutory documentation for the movement of waste includes references to the classification of the waste under the EWC.  This covers Duty of Care transfer notes for non-hazardous waste and Section 62 Special Waste Consignment forms for Hazardous waste.

It is expected that regulations for Scotland will follow a similar pattern.

3 The European Waste Catalogue

The full European Waste Catalogue in Microsoft Excel format can be downloaded from our website, www.castle-environmental.co.uk
3.1 The Format of the Catalogue

The EWC is divided into 20 chapters, covering wastes from different industry sectors, processes or waste types.  The chapter headings are shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1 - European Waste Catalogue Chapters

	European Waste Catalogue  (2001/118/EC as amended)

	01
	WASTES RESULTING FROM EXPLORATION, MINING, QUARRYING, AND PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL TREATMENT OF MINERALS

	02
	 WASTES FROM AGRICULTURE, HORTICULTURE, AQUACULTURE, FORESTRY, HUNTING AND FISHING, FOOD PREPARATION AND PROCESSING

	03
	 WASTES FROM WOOD PROCESSING AND THE PRODUCTION OF PANELS AND FURNITURE, PULP, PAPER AND CARDBOARD

	04
	 WASTES FROM THE LEATHER, FUR AND TEXTILE INDUSTRIES

	05
	WASTES FROM PETROLEUM REFINING, NATURAL GAS PURIFICATION AND PYROLYTIC TREATMENT OF COAL

	06
	 WASTES FROM INORGANIC CHEMICAL PROCESSES

	07
	 WASTES FROM ORGANIC CHEMICAL PROCESSES

	08
	 WASTES FROM THE MANUFACTURE, FORMULATION, SUPPLY AND USE (MFSU) OF COATINGS (PAINTS, VARNISHES AND VITREOUS ENAMELS), ADHESIVES, SEALANTS AND PRINTING INKS

	09
	 WASTES FROM THE PHOTOGRAPHIC INDUSTRY

	10
	 WASTES FROM THERMAL PROCESSES

	11
	 WASTES FROM CHEMICAL SURFACE TREATMENT AND COATING OF METALS AND OTHER MATERIALS; NON-FERROUS HYDRO-METALLURGY

	12
	 WASTES FROM SHAPING AND PHYSICAL AND MECHANICAL SURFACE TREATMENT OF METALS AND PLASTICS

	13
	 OIL WASTES AND WASTES OF LIQUID FUELS (except edible oils, and those in chapters 05, 12 and 19)

	14
	 WASTE ORGANIC SOLVENTS, REFRIGERANTS AND PROPELLANTS (except 07 and 08)

	15
	 WASTE PACKAGING; ABSORBENTS, WIPING CLOTHS, FILTER MATERIALS AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED

	16
	 WASTES NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED IN THE LIST

	17
	 CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION WASTES (INCLUDING EXCAVATED SOIL FROM CONTAMINATED SITES)

	18
	 WASTES FROM HUMAN OR ANIMAL HEALTH CARE AND/OR RELATED RESEARCH (except kitchen and restaurant wastes not arising from immediate health care)

	19
	 WASTES FROM WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES, OFF-SITE WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANTS AND THE PREPARATION OF WATER INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION AND WATER FOR INDUSTRIAL USE

	20
	 MUNICIPAL WASTES (HOUSEHOLD WASTE AND SIMILAR COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL WASTES) INCLUDING SEPARATELY COLLECTED FRACTIONS


3.2 Waste Descriptions

Within each chapter there is a list of generic waste types that are classified under the industry sector, process or waste type.  The wastes have a detailed description.

3.3 Code numbers

Each waste has a six-digit code, constructed as below:

· First pair of digits – correspond to the chapter number

· Second pair of digits - correspond to the subheading number.

· Third pair of digits - correspond to the code number of the specific waste type in the subheading.

An example for waste grease from the textile industry is 04 02 10 which breaks down as follows:

The first pair of digits are ‘04’ which are ‘Wastes from the leather, fur and textile industries’.

The second level 4-digit codes are chapter sub-headings, in this case ’04 02 – Wastes from the textile industry’.

It is the third level 6-digit codes that must be used to classify each waste stream, ’04 02 10 – Organic matter from natural products (for example grease, wax)’.

3.4 Hazardous Entries

The EWC includes some code numbers followed by an asterisk “*”.  This signifies that any waste classified under that EWC number is considered to be Hazardous.  For example ’04 02 16* – Dyestuffs and pigments containing dangerous substances’ are considered hazardous wastes.

Another addition for the revised EWC is the presence of ‘mirror entries’.  These mirror entries are for some wastes that may or may not have dangerous or hazardous components or properties.  They appear as consecutive numbers in the Catalogue with similar descriptions but only one will have an “*”.  For example

	17 05 03* 
	 soil and stones containing dangerous substances

	17 05 04 
	 soil and stones other than those mentioned in 17 05 03


Where there is a mirror entry, it is necessary to review the waste to determine whether it exhibits any hazardous properties.  The processes set out in the Special Waste Regulations should be used for this determination.

4 Guidance on the use of the European Waste Catalogue

Although it is the legal responsibility of waste producers to classify their wastes, we have produced this document as a guide to the classification process and our staff are available to provide specific advice.

The EA is expected to publish detailed guidance on classifying waste under the EWC.

This guidance is likely to confirm the following:

· That every waste stream and ‘bulk’ waste load will require a single 6 digit EWC code detailed on the transfer note or S62 consignment note.

· For ‘packaged’ wastes (drummed waste etc) EWC codes will be required for each waste type carried.

Process for classifying waste under the EWC

This is our suggested procedure for determining the EWC classification of a waste.

1. Information gathering

Sufficient information on the waste stream must be obtained.  This information will include:

· The waste producer’s activity and Standard Industrial Classification (SIC code) to assist in determining the appropriate chapter heading

· Details of the process and source from which the waste is derived

· Analytical details including all relevant components, to assist in determining whether the waste exhibits hazardous properties 

2. Selecting the EWC code

Follow the flow diagram below to determine the most applicable EWC 6-digit code.
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NOTE: Separately collected packaging waste (including mixtures of different packaging materials) shall be classified in 15 01, not in 20 01.





NOTE:  If the code assigned is marked with an asterisk (*) it is considered a hazardous waste.


If there is a choice between mirror entries, it will be necessary to determine whether the waste exhibits hazardous properties, according to the Special Waste Regulations 





Step 4


If the waste is not in chapter 16 either, the 99 code (wastes not otherwise specified) must be used in the section of the list corresponding to the activity identified in Step 1.





Step 3


If none of these codes apply, the waste must be identified according to chapter 16.





Step 2


If no appropriate waste code can be found in the above chapters, the chapters 13, 14 and 15 must be examined to identify the waste.





Step 1


Identify the source generating the waste in chapters 01 to 12 or 17 to 20 and identify the appropriate 6-digit code of the waste.





At this stage this must exclude codes ending with 99 of these chapters.
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